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¥r. Doane Robinson, state Historian,
Pierre, s5.D.,

vear yr. Rohinson:-

I am taking the liverty of answering the
letter you recéntly to mr. Johnson, as I edit the star and am
responsible for the editorial which calied forth your letter as
well as other comment which you have no doubt read in this
week's issue,

I can echo your opening sentence in asking
your pardon if my editorial was “too ironical;" words sometime
gallop away with us, as you know,

put I cannot truthfully say that I believe
I can ever feel at all differently about any piece of carving,
no matter how inspired, that would be placed in the needles
region, whether actually carved on one of the needles or on some
other rock that would Ye visible to those who look at that most
awe-inspiring scene. any human touch in the way of ornamenta=
tion or whatever you might call ur. sorglum's conception would
forever ruin, in my eyes, the erfect which is now so ansolutely
cosmic. There is a place for sculpture, but it is not in such
a scene as that.

I think I get your idea of the unigque charace
ter of such a carving in such a place but the fact that it would
pe unique and on a stupendous scale would by no means justify it
in my eyes. It would be something Like the spirit college youths
display in risking life, 1limb and official punishment in order to
plant their class emblem in a higher or more unexpected place
than it has ever been carried before, or than any other class
emblem is taken. we look tolerantly on their scrambling, knowing
that they wii. iearn in time to differentiate between phyeical
altitude and real accomplishment. sut we do not emulate them,

As to the eonsideration of increased revenue
from tourists ldoking for the unique, I think we would have less
commendation from them than we would have disapprobation. And
even though it would draw more people here that will the natural
grandeur of that scene, I would still c¢ppose it, There are
some things, you know, that can't be done for money if you want
to keep your self respect.

I am sorry that we disagree so entirely on this
subject, but as each of us is sincere we must feel free to take

our own means of furthering our respective aims. B
very truly youprs, cm .
? Tara. -&‘_)_‘



SouTtH Dakota STATE COLLEGE
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DIVISION OF GEMERAL SCIEMCE

BROOKINGS

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY AND POLITICAL SCIENCE

October 16,1524
Dear lr Robinecn:

These of ue Wwho know well your fine devoticn to everything
fine for Scuth Dakota, and those of us who appreciate the grest value

of your many and varied servicee to our state,feel rather sure that the

correspondent to the Sicux City Trivune ie misguoting your worde and
asentiment in reference to a desecration of thne natural besuty of the

Hille, Nr Borglum may have done well for tue ralper bare pilece of rock
rising out of the somber plain in Gecrfia, but surely such an artist
would not venture to mutiliate the exquisite a™ perfect besuty of the
Yeedles or of the majestic vocks arcund Werney, Seme of ue, slthough
motoriste curselves have deplored the scar on the Needles caused by
the state highway;please aspure ue that there ie to be no further injury.

With great confidence in your genuine devotion to fine

things for s Tine state, I am

Very respectfully ycure,
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Mt. Harney Memorial Association

- CHAPTER 232.
(8. B. 283.)
CREATING MT. HARNEY MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION

AN ACT Entitled, An Act Creating the Mount Harney Memorial Association and
Defining Itz Powers.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of South Dakota:

Section 1. The Mount Harney Memorial Association is hereby creat-
ed, to conzist of such citizens as shall subscribe to its by-laws. It shall
have an executive committee to consist of the Chairman of the Custer
State Park Board and two others to be chosen by the Association at a
meeting to be called for the purpose. Such Association shall have au-
thority to fill vacancies in the executive committee az the same may
oceur. Said Association shall function without cost to the State of South
Dakota and shall have no power to involve the State of South Dakota in
any contract or in any risk of any character.

Section 2. Said Mount Harney Memorial Association is hereby
granted permission to cause colossal statues of Washington and Lin-
coln to be carved from a ledge of granite near the top of Mount Harney,
the location for the same to be approved by the Governor; it being under-
atood that the title control of such statues when completed shall weat
in the State of South Dakota, and in the carving of such statues such
association shall preserve the natural beauty of the region unimpaired.

Section 3, The said Mount Harney Memorial Association is hereby
clothed with power to do any and all things necessary in carryving out
the purposes of this act, provided that no expense or responsibility is
incurred on behalf of the State of South Dalkota, or for which the State
can be held liable, .

Section 4. Said Mount Harney Memorial Association shall continue
in being until such statues are completed and dedicated when its
books and effects shall be turned over to the Custer State Park Board
and the said Association shall cease to exist,

Approved March 5, 1925,
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e  March 7, 1924
Js B, Green, Secrotary
'Rapdd City, Soush Dakote.

Wy dear Mr, Oreem} b

i I thank vou sinceraly Tor vours of the 6" snd
for the  mamdetisn of tle guide, It i3 anpoelelly impor::mt thak
rosd  npupbers be included, I am slse inecluding the golf =nd

3

trowt dtame. J1L of yeour suppeotiens nre goed end WALl T nnady

bout the soulpture, I am guite Dixed in ry conalnusion, 'Then I
firat nade 4t T had not ziven it aarions conalderction tut T have
thought a lot about At aince and all of my thinking laads wa te
tha balfef that meh an anterpiise iz pon ibla and dasiralile, I
was not Tasponalble for a lot of lgooe tallk wut out by the newepapers
I havs Imom form the firet the oheracter of tha granite and it ia
all th= more desirable for thal reassn, A noulpture in soff rock
will moon waathar outy

I hova mot sarad to taka dls-me with the Mlls peorla for T Imow
theyr had mot a "bvm steer,® snd 4het whan thay had sordously cone
2iderad the matter they weuld sladly sannort Lte Thay w1l langh
themealves, when they come te think that Af “he grandte ohonuid assay
five gonis a ton An geld, thay would unaninomaly subacribe 4o a
machise to grind wp tha needizs and wipe ‘ham off the face of the
aarth, I do met want te harym the native heanty of the Weadlas at
all, but T weuld [ind a bmch af tham =ems vhera 1 a lacation, +hat
would be reached bw & srecial side trip ~»4 thore I would =0t Outson
Borglum, or eore artist ¢f hirs class, at vork wpon & groat historie
pagtant - -and when- 4% 1s dane - the resull #ill be we & lot mare
in cash than would snother Tomestaks, a4 it will net grind up ita
meterial and pass avay, ut for o thousend yeers wonld continue to
bring d%s el horvest of gold, Tith sueh a aculpture in the
Wlls no eastern man would think ef [oln; west for plecswre without
paseing *hrough tha MIils enroute,

Onr higgest Imainess fa to sall the Mills to ths anst, & rmat fird
have the roads, They are coming on finely «nd encther yoar will zive
ue grevel from Aapdd to Chicago and on to the Atlantie, Then the
Mlle will begin to aome into thelr ovm, The oormercial intereat
of the sastern vart of the atate in acecaplidhing this ond in clmest
aqual. to that of the ™W1ls people,

Tourists soon get fod up on scemery, wuless 1t has something of
apsclal interest commected with it to ke it Lnpresaive. You haove
no denbt :mm + ut'“ Ifhar:. Horing: passad threumgch Napld :
Cangyron, they would ne far to mes another of emal bosnty, ut
thayr would drive a h-lrﬂ iles to Aee Wild Billvs gravo., W@ muast
have many definite thdnga o play up and work upen the imagination
of +the tourista,




